Actually it was a telephone call
b peceived while combining wheat
on his farm in central Kentucky

drew Robert M, Cleveland into
yhat became a distinguished career
in qural electrification that has

ned more than 40 years. MNext
. 1, the president of Ohio Rural

tric Cooperatives, Inc. (OREC)
and Buckeye Power, Inc. plans to

]= was 4 calling. . .of soris.

Cleveland was a lean young
grmer only 21 years old (his hair
was white even then) the day he
ups coaxed off his combine to at-
jend Shelby Rural Electric Cooper-
ghve's annual meeting. He was
iodd they were making him a can-
didate for the Co—op's board. Peo-
{ ple in the community knew of the
dedicated hours young Kobert and
his Father had devoted to woluntecr
work among other ag cooperatives
mil eommittees, and they wanted
him to help bring “‘the lights"" to
bentucky's countryside He was
dected — one of the youngest RE
board members on record.

Cleveland's actun] employment
in the program began in 1961
when LK. Smith, general manager
of the Kentucky statewide associn-
om, hired him as administrative
Assistani,

During his recent 12-year tenure

Ohio, Cleveland has earned
nElon-wide respect as a ““thinker
d doer,”” particularly in the areas
of planning, legislation, finance,
Marketing and power generation.
He frequently has been chosen by
the Mational Rural Electric Coop-
Sitive Assn. as a keynoler or
Panelist for its important meetings
ind seminars.

Since 1985 he has served on the
Schery Pollcy Advisory Commitiee,
Mrking with NRECA General

kiger Hob Bergland and his
T In developing solid ap-
Maches 1o solving the financlal

lems of many of the nation's
G Through the vears, Clave.

has served on many other
eh committees and has given fre-

1 testimony on Capitol Hill

in gate legislatures on behall

of rural electrification, In 1975-76
he was president of the RE State-
wide Managers Assn,

Cleveland's desp conviction that
intensified research is vital 1o
preserving the nation's steength
and status in the world cnergy
market also has inspired him (o
leadership in the Electric Power
Research Institute. In carly 1988 he
witt elected to a second one-vear
term as vice chairman of the Palo
Alto, California-based organization
and is o member of its executive
committee. EPRI, one of the na-
ticn's largest private research
oTgimizations, s supported through
voluntary contributions from 600
member utilities that provide two-
thirds of the nation's electric
power and energy. Its 1988 budpget
is 5365 million and cumulative in-
vestments exceed 32,6 billion.

é IF anything has kept this

couniry ahead of the others,
it has been our emphasis on
research in the past,” Cleveland
said. “*lf was Thomas Edison and
others like him who discoversd
ways to use electricity; we're also
the ones who modernized the
gutomobile and devised computers
gnd learmed hiow o use them.
Oiher people have taken those
ideas and may be doing a betier
job than we did originally, bui
resenrch 5 the key (o our surviving
today in this very fast-moving
economy. I we're not there o pro-
duce p befter product, through
regedrch, someone else i going to
do it.”

Buckeve Power, Inc. ilsell con-
tributes more than 51 million an-
nually 10 NEECA/EPRI research
and development. In addition,
Ohio's rural elecirics budget some
550,000 annvally 1o in-state energy
research.

Robert Cleveland and the
Columbus-based associations have
reason to be prowd of their stature
among the nation's rural electrics.
OREC is composed of 28 distrib-
tion Cooperatives, serving mofre
then 246,000 member-consumers.
It operates in one headquarters./-

Robert N. Cleveland

warehouse facility and shares some
of its staff with Buckeye Power,
Ine. The G&T utilizes 1,230
megiwatts of its own coal-fired
generation ot the Cardinal
Generating Station, near Sieuben-
ville, to serve all of its Ohio con-
sumers. Buckeye ranks among the
10 largest G&Ts in the nation, sell-
ing in excess of 4.5 billion
kilowatt-hours a year. Wholesale
power 15 priced at about the fifth
lowest among the more than 30
G&TE in the United States, Car-
dinul Plant capacity is expected to
extend well beyvond the year 2000.
Contributing greatly to the
stable cost of Co-op power in rural
Oihio are maerketing programs
spearheaded by Cleveland and his
staff. Examples: A computerized
load management system, now 1n
its 16th year, utilizing radio-
controlled switches on 65,000 elec-
tric water heaters; 1,830 dual Tuel
installations, incorporating the ad-
dition of electric heat pumps 1o
fossil fuel Turnaces; and formation
of the statewide distribulorship for
(Continued on page %)




qinger FrrmEce geothermal heat
v, which, after eight months
¢ services 49 heating-ventilating-
. conditioning dealers.
& puring his tenure in Ohio,
weland also has worked unceas-
y [0 ENCourige siles of off-
ek surplus power and energy to
' association of municipal clec-
s and o expand Brnnomic
avclopment efforts 1o entlce new
4 duetry 10 Co-op Lerritory, Both
aris have paid off handsomely
i stabilizing the cost of power to
ke consumer. Buckeyve's load fac-
Sior, a measure of capacity utiliza-
* pon, has increased from 47.9 per-
oept in 1977 to 61 percent in 1988.
 (leveland's carliest years in top
‘monagement began in 1969 when
fh becarne statewide assoclation
:_'Imﬂ.ﬂii::r in Colorado. After
g:wrhquding four years of reor-
E*.p.mza:mn and unprecedented
- growih with that association, he
. moved back east o a similar posi-
fion in North Carolina. There, he
sparked formation of a material
sapply service, purchase of an of-
- fice building, coordinated power
supply activities, and simplified
committes siructires.

With the retirement of Howard
Cummins is Ohio's statewide
Mmanager in 1977, Cleveland took
1p the challenge and moved (o
Columbus, The pattern of Cleve-
land-shepherded activity continued:
Passage of o territorial integrity
act; defeat of legislation that
would have taken much of the
rgulation of the Cooperutives oul
of the hands of the consumers and
their boards; completion and start-
up of a new 600-megawatl gemcra-
ling unit at Cardinal; purchase of
2,200 seres of lnnd in Pike County
for Tuture siting of a new genera-
ling station; continued financing
for an abundant supply of low-
Wifur coal; renovation and expan-
Sion of the headguarters office
building and warchouse; com-
Puterized record-keeping and
I¥peseiting.

With retirement now imminent,
the OREC/Buckeye Power presi-

was asked to list the pluses,
i well as the disappointments of
the experience. **I'm happy to see

the Co-ops running as a o
business," he said, **We were able
to get legislation in place that pro-
tected Co-op boundaries. As now
Inads come into our areas we hawe
the opportunity to serve them,
which improves the Co-op's load
factors and helps keep down the
rales to the people we already
serve, Getfing o new genarating
unit up and running was another
great accomplishment,

“From 2 notional standpoint 1
am sorry the rural ekéctrification
progeam has not been changed so
we don't have (o go (0 Congress
gvery year and fight for support,”™
Clevetand said. '''We continue (o
need the government agency. It
should not have become a political
feathall, For many vears il was
nol. We do need a revolving fund
that is self-sustaining (o help Co-
operatives with their expansion
programs. Properly managed, the
program could confinue 1o be very
meaningiul 1o our consumers
without this tit-for-tal among owr
political leaders”

Cleveland agrees that utilities,
and indusiries im general, face
great challenges in the future,
especially with respect 1o the en-
vitonment. He believes research in
the next 10 to 15 vears will go far
toward conguoering *'acid rain," He
sees carbon dicside’s contribution
to the *‘greenhouse effect™ as &
world problem which must be
dealt with. Accordingly, he forsces
& renaissance in noclear generation
during this period, and a trend
toward electric vehicles.

Cleveland was asked if he be-
lieves rural electric Cooperatives,
s we know them today, can sur-
vive another 50 years and, if so,
what their cOnEUMEr-0WNETS Can
do to keep them viable

His reply; ""We must have larger
operating uniis, There are 1,000
electric Co-ops across the nation,
and we need only about & third
that many. Merging or consoli-
dating that many is hard o ac-
complish., We haven't had much
success at that in Ohio, but | hope
it can be done on & planned,
orderly bagis belore the wolf"s at
the door.

“There isn't a lot of profit in
gerving the romote areas of the
gimte, so the profit-orented
investor-owned companies aren't
necessarily interested. That's why
we have to have some af the
“grpam™ (industry) in order to be
more efficient operating units.
We've done that very well in Ohio,
pur 1 think there will be a continu-
ing need to serve the remote areas.
That means we will have to run
our Co-ops on @ butiness-like basis
if they are to thrive'*

Cleveland continued: **There's
pothing better in the minds of the
consumers, | think, than the fmct
that they have some conirol over
their electric systems, They have
the opportunity to eled their own
boprds, and those trusiees have
control over their electric rates.
That's why they must opernig in a
business-like fashion.'’

A successor to Cleveland s to
be announced wet this month, The
retiring president has arranged
with the boards of OREC and
Buckeye Power, Inc. (0 be available
as o consuliant during the transi-
tion, But, with seven grandchildren
seattered in several giates, it"s a
gnle bat that Robert Cleveland and
his wife, Joan, will devote more
time to self and family.

—Muoreus Cvr

White amur

{—contineed from page 7)

and Hester Horst of Marengo tell a
similar story. Their five-acre pond
used to be covered with moss by late
spring. They had to pull the moss off
the pond before they could add
chemicals, Mow — 50 white amurs
later — they ‘et the fish do the
work.”" The nop-working fish in the
Horst pond — bluegill, bass, crappies
and catfish — will learn to eat wesds
if they are smiir.

To obtain miore information aboul
white amur 1 help vou determing if
these fish would be beneficial for
your pond, contact the nearest Divi-
sion of ‘Wildlife district office or one
of the adverilsers on page 20,
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